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TRUSTEES' REPORT
To His Excellency the Governor, the General Court and the Commissioner of Mental
Diseases:
We have the honor to submit the twenty-fifth annual report of the trustees of
the Wrentham State School.
The overshadowing fact of the year was the loss that befell the school in the
sudden death on July 3 of Dr. George L. Wallace. In the midst of his greatest
activity and in the fullest play of bis vision and d^'gns for the school's fuller
usefulness, if this wore pos^iDle, he was strirken almost without warning and as
one sleeps at the end of the day's joy and activity lor restoration to meet another
of yet greater achievement, closing what proved to be his life's day.
The formal pages of a routine report are not an adequate vehicle for memo-
rializing such a lif2. They can only serve to record such facts as that Dr. Wallace
had come to the school in 1906 at the beginning, end in every step of planning,
construction, administration and expansion had been the master of its destiny.
He had made Wrentham the model in form and the example in action for the
world. Out of the routine, which never seemed routine because it was vivMd and
vital in all its round, he had developed such a breadth of understanding of the
social problems the institution serves to meet that he came to be recognized as
the outstanding authority on policies and methods of fulfilment as to the feeble-
minded.
The grief that was shown by the hundreds of children in the school was the
most eloquent tribute that will ever be paid to one who in all his plans and tasks
had the child, its joy and its welfare, as his constant objective.
A new project in which Dr. Wallace was keenly interested was in the way of
realization at the time of his death,—the laboratory or, as it was to be called, the
clinical building. It had been provided by an appropriation of the Legislature of
this year, the case for it having been presented to the Governor by Judge Rubenstein
of our Board, but it was the fulfilment of a long cherished wish of Dr. Wallace,
who had urged it upon the Department and had been supported by the trustees
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in their annual reports. Dr. Wallace had advanced the idea of the school being
the seat of a scientific study of feeblemindedness and the new building was to be
its visible realization. Its construction was begun during the year and it
awaits equipment and the establishment of its service at the hands of his successor.
Another new feature in process of realization was the infirmary, a building to
serve as the home of the relatively disabled. Carrying further towards completion
the group of nursery buildings, the first of which was already in use and the second
nearing completion, the third was on the way. This original conception of
Dr. Wallace had been a source of joy to him, proportioned to that of the small
children who had there found a home.
For the fuller showing of the school's activities and progress, reference may be
made to the report of the acting superintendent and the reports of the social
work and other specialized services. The development of social work is a particular
occasion for pride and satisfaction. Requiring high skill and the full measure of
humane consideration, the school has been proud of the supervision given its
charges by the social workers of its staff.
The loss of Dr. Wallace threw a great burden upon his associates, the staff and
the executive officers—terms which lose their distinctiveness by the fact that the
medical staff is in most significant and fruitful ways occupied with the direction
of the school's varied work. With fine spirit and earnestness they rose to the
demand. Dr. Raymond A. Kinmonth, who had been for a few years on the staff
and largely shared in administrative responsibilities, was chosen as acting super-
intendent and has carried on the work with marked success, all the more praise-
worthy because of the obvious handicap of qualified authority.
The trustees, acting under the command of the statute which fixes upon them
the initial responsibility of selecting a superintendent, gave their best attention to
the search for a man of demonstrated capacity to fill the place. Their choice
brought them into conflict with the Department, which through the Commissioner
indicated another choice and refused to approve of that of the trustees on grounds
of departmental policy. The year ends, to our great regret, without a conclusion
on this vital matter.
Respectfully submitted,
Alhert L. Harwood, Chairman Thomas H. Ratigan
Herbert Parsons, Secretary Philip Ruhenstkin
Mrs. Willard Scott Katharine D. Hardwick
George W. Gay Trustees.
REPORT OF THE ACTING SUPERINTENDENT
To the Trustees of the Wrentham State School:
I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1930. The movement of the population has been as follows:
Male Female Total
1. On books of institution November 30, 1929
In institution 558 849 1,407
Absent 74 133 207
Total 632 982 1,614
2. Admissions during year
First admissions 76 102 178
Readmissions 2 4 6
Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded.. 2 2
Total received during year 78 108 186
3. Total on books during year 710 1,090 1,800
4. Dismissals during year
Discharges (Not transfers nor deaths) 27 34 61
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Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded - 1 1
Deaths (includes deaths away from institution) 13 18 31
Total number of discharges, transfers and deaths
during the year 40 53 93
5. Remaining on books of institution November 30, 1930
In institution 602 903 1,510
Absent 68 129 197
Total 670 1,037 1,707
Of the 186 admissions during the year, the following table gives the ages in
five-year periods:
Admissions During the Year December 1, 1929 to November 30, 1930.
Age Males Females Total
Under 5 years 12 10 22
5 to 9 years 38 42 80
10 to 14 years 14 19 33
15 to 19 years 11 21 32
20 to 24 years 1 9 10
25 to 29 years 1 1
30 to 34 years 4 4
35 to 39 years 3 3
40 to 44 years -
45 to 49 years -
50 to 54 years
55 to 59 years 1-1
Total 78 108 186
The general health of the children during the year has been very good. There
have not been any serious epidemics of contagious diseases although there were a
number of cases of diptheria in the early spring. They were mild in form and
soon controlled. A number of these cases occurred in children who had previously
been immunized but the immunization was done seven or eight years ago. There
have also been quite a large number of cases of German measles but this disease
was so mild and of such short duration, it did not seriously interfere with the
routine of the school.
During the year all of the children were given the Von Pirquet test for tuber-
culosis and all those reacting were X-rayed by the Department of Public Health
and all suspicious cases were given a careful physical examination by experts of
that department. This has given us an excellent check on the health and physical
condition of our pupils. Besides these special tests, children, on admission, are
vaccinated against smallpox and immunized against typhoid and diptheria; they
are examined by a nose and throat specialist and tonsils and adenoids removed
when advisable; eyes are examined by a competent opthalmologist, glasses pres-
cribed and furnished when indicated and operations performed when indicated
and desired by parents. The teeth receive prompt and regular care by a ~esident
dentist.
The children, during the summer months and whenever the weather permits
during the winter months, take their recreation out of doors. Believing that a
school for the feebleminded is but a link in the general school system and should,
in so far as practical, resemble the public school, competitive athletic games are
encouraged, especially among the boys and a schedule of baseball games during
the summer and football games in the fall with community teams, adds a great
deal to the enjoyment of the entire school as well as teaching them the essentials
of good sportsmanship. Plans are under way to organize volley ball teams to
play during the winter months.
Besides the athletic activities many other means of recreation are provided.
Frequent plays and dances add to the social life of the pupils. Moving pictures
are shown once a week and greatly enjoyed by the children but since the advent
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of sound pictures it has become increasingly difficult to obtain good silent features
suitable for the children.
The past year has been one of growth and expansion, several new buildings
having been completed and construction started on others. At the beginning of
the year the first of the new group of nursery buildings for pre-school children
was opened and soon filled to capacity. This building accommodates 56 children
and differs considerably in style of architecture from the older buildings. A
second building of this type has been completed this fall and will be ready for
occupancy the last of the year. A third nursery is in process of construction.
During the summer the Service Building was remodeled and the dining rooms for
officers and employees remodeled and enlarged. A new fireproof garage has been
erected, more centrally located and conveniently arranged for the repair and
storage of cars. A new storage and salvage yard, built of concrete blocks made
at the institution, replaces the old wooden structures that were always a fire hazard.
An addition to Dormitory "K" has been started which, when completed, will give
us much-needed bathroom and ward facilities for our crippled boys. The increase
in the number of these children in the past few years makes an infirmary for the
care of these special cases desirable. This fall construction of a clinical research
laboratory building was started. Rapid progress has been made so that it is
probable the work on this building may be carried on during the winter. The
plan of repainting in colors the interior of the buildings occupied by the children
and the use of new window draperies has been carried out during the year. This
adds greatly to the attractiveness and homelike atmosphere of the dormitories.
New 6-inch water line and new electric cable have been laid from the power house
to the farm department and an electric clock system controlled by a master clock
at the Administration Building, has been installed in all departments. This has
been of great help in getting the classes to the various school and industrial de-
partments on time.
Owing to the increase of employees made necessary by the opening of new
departments, the living quarters for employees have become greatly congested.
In many cases it has been necessary to place two employees in small rooms, 9 x 12,
intended for only one person. It will be necessary, before new departments can
be opened, to have increased facilities for housing employees.
In spite of the unusually dry season the farm crops were, on the whole, very
good. An abundant rain fall in the early spring gave most of the crops a good
start which the prolonged drought of mid-summer did not completely overcome.
Our potato crop was especially good, being the second best in the history of the
institution. In addition, an abundance of fresh vegetables were supplied for the
tables during the entire summer. The following were put up for winter use:
Apples, No. 10, 628 cans, $120.89; crabapple jelly, 318 jars, $89.04; crabapple
jelly, 165 tumblers, $23.10; crabapples, spiced, 30 jars, $9.00; crabapple jelly,
120 lbs., $33.60; grape jelly, 195 jars, $29.25; pears, preserved, 39 jars, $7.02;
grape jelly, 426 lbs., $63.90; grape jelly, 74 tumblers, $5.55; raspberry jam, 12
jars, $3.60; raspberry jam, 2 tumblers, $.30; grape marmalade, 2 jars, $.20;
grape marmalade, 210 lbs., $21.00; beans, shell No. 3, 540 cans, $31.59; beans,
shell No. 10, 72 cans, $16.88; beans, string No. 3, 377 cans, $28.28; beans, string
No. 10, 2,182 cans, $501.86; beans, string, salted, 3,300 lbs., $396.00; beets,
pickled, 35 jars, $1.75; chard, swiss salted, 4,000 lbs., $120.00; corn No. 3, 1,842
cans, $104.26; cucumber pickles, 10 jars, $.50; cucumbers, salted, 875 lbs., $43.75;
pumpkins No. 10, 116 cans, $17.40; spinach, salted, 4,800 lbs., $336.00; squash
No. 10, 318 cans, $58.29; tomatoes No. 3, 1,731 cans, $112.70; tomatoes No. 10,
1,328 cans, $325.37; tomato pickle, 6,060 lbs., $181.80; grapejuice, 17 jars, $1.70;
tomato relish, 31 jars, $1.55; grapejuice, 60 qts., $12.00; Chili sauce, 1,200 lbs.,
$60.00; Chili sauce, 383 jars, $19.15; pepper relish, 402 jars, $32.16; pepper
relish, 590 lbs., $47.20; tomato ketchup, 21 jars, $1.05; tomato ketchup, 2,128
lbs., $106.40; Total, $2,964.09.
This has been the first year we have harvested any quantity of apples from our
own orchard. Every building has had an abundant supply during the entire fall
and it was not necessary to purchase any for Thanksgiving or Christmas. Eight
additional acres of brush land were cleared and put under cultivation. Also,
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several acres of marsh land were reclaimed by draining and filling with sand,
bringing the present acreage under cultivation to 163 acres. Our poultry de-
partment has made an enviable record in egg production. The milk production
has increased by a thousand pounds per cow over the previous year.
I wish to call attention to the cooperation and assistance the school has received
from the Massachusetts General Hospital at all times, in receiving and treating
both medical and surgical cases that call for more radical care and treatment
than can be given in our own hospital. During the past year 17 cases have been
treated at the above-mentioned hospital.
For the financial transactions of the institution, I refer you to the treasurer's
report and for detailed activities of the school, social service and dental depart-
ments and the out-patient clinic, I refer you to reports of the heads of these
departments.
I wish to call particular attention to the recommendations in the report of the
social service department that girls on the list for probable parole be given special
training for the work they will do when placed in private homes in a setting as
near as possible to that of the home in which they will later live and work. While
they do, at the present time, receive special training in view of a probable parole,
this is done on a much larger scale than work in the average home and from the
standpoint of the institution and not a small home in the community.
At the present time there are 102 girls and 27 boys on parole, making a total
of 129.
The clergymen have been untiring in their attention to the needs of the children
in conducting religious services and in administering to the sick.
On July 3rd the school was shocked and saddened by the sudden death of our
beloved Superintendent, Dr. George L. Wallace. Children and employees alike
felt that they had really lost a friend. We can only hope that, inspired by his
example, his kindly spirit, ready sympathy and keen appreciation of the needs of
the handicapped child, the work he so well started will be continued in line with
his high ideals.
I wish to express appreciation to the American Legion Post for the gift of a
moving picture machine, also to the Legion Bands of Sharon and Plymouth for
the concerts given the children, to the Dramatic Club of Wrentham and the
Order of Forresters for the fine entertainments given the school during the year.
I also wish to express appreciation for the loyal devotion and cooperation of the
staff and employees of the school which has made easier the difficult task of carry-
ing on the work. To the Board of Trustees, for their helpful advice and interest,
I am most grateful.
Respectfully submitted,
RAYMOND A. KINMONTH,
Acting Superintendent.
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:
I hereby respectfully submit this annual report of the School Department for
the year ending November 30, 1930.
We have endeavored, during the past year, to make our work more practical
than ever before. We have tried to bring to the girls and boys those subjects
that we felt would be the most useful in their lives. If, after a generous time of
repeated effort to teach a certain child to read, we found it impossible to do so,
that child's period in the classroom was lessened and his time in the workrooms
increased. In this way we have been able to reach a larger number of children
than ever before.
With the opening of the first of the group of nursery buildings, our resources
in the kindergarten training and classes were heavily taxed but adjustments were
quickly made to accommodate all who came. A classroom was fitted out in
Nursery No. 1 for care for this special group of children. This group has presented
a new phase in our school work because they are young children with a higher
mentality than we have ever worked with before. As far as possible, we have
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kept them in groups by themselves because their progress has been more rapid
than that of other groups of corresponding chronological age.
The children in the grades have made satisfactory progress and we were able
to promote a goodly number at the end of the school year.
The special departments, domestic science, music, physical training, speech
improvement and sloyd, have successful records to report. The domestic science
classes have trained many of our girls on parole as mothers' helpers and the reports
received as to their ability and usefulness have been very gratifying. Several teas
have been served by these classes, the occasion usually being a group of visitors.
Almost every angle of institution life is touched by the music department —
the orchestra furnishes dance music, the boys' band and drum and bugle corps
give weekly out-of-door concerts during the summer. Other groups have furnished
the music for the several religious services on Sundays, and, in collaboration with
the dramatic and physical training departments, several operettas have been
produced. At Christmas we gave "One Christmas Eve", many of the younger
children taking part. Our spring offering was "Love Pirates of Hawaii", the cast
being composed of the older boys and girls. We gave this several times at the
school and also at neighboring institutions.
Since the introduction of the speech improvement class, great change has been
noted in the oral work through the school and especially on the stage. The
children speak slower and more distinctly. Their expression, also, is greatly
improved.
Many young boys were taught the use and manipulation of tools in our sloyd
classes. Small toys and various small articles were made.
The program for the summer was very full and varied. Two teachers worked
daily among the younger children, organizing games and sports. Sewing and
various forms of handwork were done, also very simple dramatics. At the end
of the season a pageant was presented which showed much thought and labor.
Baseball games were the order of the day on Saturday afternoons. Keen com-
petition was manifested and many an exciting game played.
The excursions to Norumbega Park and the lake in Sharon were enjoyed by a
large number. Weekly moving-picture shows and social dances have been held
in which almost the entire population participated. Several of our neighbors
have been kind enough to bring first class entertainments to the school which
thoughtfulness was deeply appreciated, the Wrentham Dramatic Society, the
employees of the Medfield State Hospital and the young people of the town
church being among them.
In conclusion I wish to say that the work carried on through the school year
could not have been accomplished without the hearty cooperation received from
the corps of teachers.
Respectfully submitted,
PEARL H. LITTLEFIELD,
Head Teacher.
REPORT OF DENTAL DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:
I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1930.
Examinations, 1,221; stomatitis, 79; extractions, permanent, 491; extractions,
deciduous, 226; pulp treatments, permanent 97; pulp treatments, decidous, 10;
fillings, permanent ,1,322; fillings, deciduous, 68; prophylactic treatments, 868;
silver reduction treatments, 434; erupting tooth treatments, 61; post-operative
treatments, 420; radiographs, 245; gold inlays, 8; re-sets, 4; general anaesthesia,
23; local anesthesia, 313; porcelain crowns, 5; re-sets, 3; porcelain inlay crown,
1; % veneer gold crown, 1; gold shell crown, 1; bridges, 2; re-set 2; removed,
2; repair, 2; vulcanite dentures, 17; repaired, 17; ground teeth, 73; total oi
patients, 2,698; total of new patients, 177; dismissals, 897; fractured process
treatment, 8; fractured mandible treatments, 13; Vincent's infection treatment,
6; periodontal treatment, 12; abscess treatment, 33; hemorrhage treatment, 1;
miscellaneous treatments, 132.
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The continued absence of serious preventable diseases here bespeaks the vigi-
lance of those to whom the health and well-being of the children is entrusted;
the efficacy of the prophylactic measures resorted to is evident and gratifying;
and especially pleasing to me is the fact that oral hygiene is not the least
effective of these preventive measures. Progress has been made consequently in
the care of the children's teeth; the emphasis which is placed upon the desirability
of clean teeth, by physician, matron and attendant has helped in a great way to
reduce tooth troubles. My observation has also convinced me that clean teeth
help the morale of the child; observance of the laws of hygiene better disposes a
girl or a boy to the observance of other regulations.
The clean teeth pin, awarded every year to the children who merit it, has been
a great factor in building up enthusiasm. By this means the individual receives
recognition and this stimulates him to an attitude of co-operation which in a fair
percentage of cases persists. A thousand of these clean teeth pins were distributed
at the last meeting.
The admission of the new children of nursery age entails a requirement for
special handling of these young patients. Their appointments are essentially of
short duration, several of which are usually necessary before the work is well
started. Extractions for them must be done under general anaesthesia and they
are examined more frequently than older children in order to note progress of
tooth eruption and familiarize them with dental treatment, in preparation for the
future.
I am pleased to have noted that the percentage of new children having had no
previous dental care is slightly less than in the past. This is significant mostly
for the reason that such children generally co-operate better than those who are
being examined for the first time.
The number of broken appointments for the past year has been noticeably
decreased.
But two cases were referred to the Massachusetts General Hospital; a fractured
mandible and a complicated impaction of lower third molar. Treatment on both
cases was completed here.
The careless use of artificial dentures by some patients was mentioned in a
previous report and I am glad to say that this situation shows some improvement.
During the year new displays such as posters, pictures and other material show-
ing benefits derived from oral hygiene, have not been plentiful; this year for the
first time we were unable to procure a clean teeth motion picture film for our
annual meeting. However, the future looks more promising.
All patients are given appointment for re-examination about once a year, and
are dismissed upon completion of treatment. In the case of non-co-operative
patients, however, this plan cannot be followed, but these patients are kept
comfortable by palliative treatment and kept under observation. When ex-
traction is necessary for them, general anaesthesia is used.
We are using two sizes of brushes throughout the school, both small; one for
very young children and the other for the older ones.
The clean teeth pins for the coming year will soon be available and will be
awarded in January, after the children are all examined for this purpose.
The ratio of prophylactic treatments, fillings and extractions, the three main
divisions of the work, is of about the same average. New patients whose teeth
are generally in poor condition influence this ratio considerably.
I am grateful to my assistant as well as to all others whose active co-operation
is a benefit to the children and a pleasant satisfaction to me.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. NASH, D.M.D.
REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:
I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report of the Social Service
Department for the year ending November 30, 1930.
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As in preceding years, emphasis has been placed on the care of children in the
community on parole and on visit from the school. Before the actual placement
and care come the home and social investigations in response to requests of
relatives or prospective employers. 126 such investigations were made during
the year. In connection with the work of investigation and supervision, 1,198
visits were made, — 513 visits to patients in the community, 297 to relatives, 151
to agencies, 237 to employers and others.
As a result of the social investigations, 27 girls and 7 boys were placed on
parole during the year, making the total on December 1, 1930, 102 girls and 27
boys. This group is under supervision of the social workers. An attempt is made
to help the individual take his place in the community, — the place of an institu-
tionally trained, carefully placed child with some degree of mental defect. Just
as in case work with other special groups it is necessary to here give attention to
the physical condition of the child, to his mental condition, to his personality, to
the family and social group in which he is placed. An attempt is made to help
him adjust to the limit of his ability, — an aim comparable with that of social
workers in all fields.
Some relief from the crowded conditions at the School and the long waiting
list of applicants for admission might be obtained by the placement of more
children in the community. Many applications for mothers' helpers were rejected
during the year because no girls were ready for the positions. If attention could
be focused on this problem of selection of promising cases for parole, it might
bring to light much suitable material for definite training for these positions.
From the standpoint of the social worker with the mentally defective, the
question of definite training in the institution of the carefully selected girl is as
important as selection of a home in the community with persons who seem
qualified to give careful supervision. In regard to selection of suitable cases, a
study might be made of the background of the individual, early moulding influ-
ences, history of social acts, record of training in the school, and a careful
personality study. Since mental age is only one factor in successful community
adjustment, it would be highly desirable to have detailed description of the child's
re-actions in all situations in the institution. The teachers could contribute help-
ful information together with the matrons and attendants, supervisors and phy-
sicians. A detailed consideration of all these data together with history prior to
admissions would help the Staff select a group of children eligible for training and
subsequent parole.
In this age of specialization it seems only fair to prepare the child as thoroughly
as possible for some particular job. Since a large group of girls are placed in
homes as mothers' helpers it would seem desirable to train them while in the
School in the simple duties of the average home. In a setting as near as possible
to that of a house in which they will later live and work, they should learn to do
dishes, make beds, set the table, do simple laundry, dust, clean silver, answer the
telephone and door-bell, etc. A definite course under a trained household-arts
teacher would be desirable. During the course the social worker could watch
closely reports of progress noting the special abilities and disabilities of the girls.
There would be opportunity for more natural social contacts with quiet talks
between the social worker and the girls than is now possible in the more or less
crowded atmosphere of the dayrooms of the buildings, accommodating from 90
to 100 girls. With occasional trips during this period of training to the city for
shopping or recreation the girl would lose some of her awkwardness in riding on
trains, street cars, etc., and would gain confidence and poise in the casual contacts
of life. These seemingly trivial matters have heretofore made difficult the abrupt
change from the protecting, dependent atmosphere of the institution. Every
possible method should be employed to prepare the girls in the selected group
for entering into their fresh life in the community.
The personnel of the social service department has increased during the year.
Miss Lillian M. Smith, graduate of the Simmons School of Social Work accepted
the position as assistant social worker, July 1, 1930. There are now three full
time social workers making it possible not only to do more intensive work ac-
cording to the present plan but to develop other phases of institutional social
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work. It might be helpful to assist in making further investigation of applications
for admission to the School. Only a small percentage of the mentally deficient
are a social menace. A limited number can be cared for in institutions. Before
acceptance for admission all possible community resources should be utilized.
At the present time, few private social agencies accept the mentally deficient
child for care. Such agencies might be acquainted by the institution social worker
with the possibilities of successful care of these children in the community.
Increased personnel makes available to the School the assistance of a social
worker every day to meet some relatives and visitors, especially social workers
from other agencies who come to the School for educational purposes or in the
interest of a child or his relatives. This is an important avenue by which the
community social workers might be acquainted with the work which might be
done for the mentally defective by the community and with the actual work of
this department in placement and supervision.
Our social workers might also be of assistance in analyzing the histories of new
admissions and determining the topics upon which there are inadequate or
contradictory data. This material could be collected later from informants in
the community. In this way, histories could be built up which would be of more
value for the medical staff, for plans in training and placement and for research
purposes.
In connection with the work at the new nursery school, the social worker might
help make investigations of applications for admission. Some cases might be well
cared for at home under direction and help from the hospital staff through the
social worker. By careful sorting of applications it would be possible to avoid
too early crowding of these new buildings.
These are a few ways in which the social service department might prove t°
be of additional service to the institution, to the child, and to the community.
Attendance at the International Congress of Mental Hygiene, Washington,
D. C, the monthly conferences with the Director of Social Service of the
Department of Mental Diseases, the conferences of the Supervisors of Case Work
and the Home P'inders group have kept the department acquainted with the
developments in the fields of Mental Hygiene, family and children's social case
work. Help and genuine interest in the development of the work of this de-
partment by the Acting Superintendent is gratefully acknowledged.
Respectfully submitted,
HAWLEY PIERCE FOSTER,
Head Social Worker.
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EXAMINER
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:
I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1930.
In the year ending November 30, 1930, the Wrentham Traveling School Clinic
examined 882 children, the largest number seen in any one year. These pupils
were seen and reports sent to the Superintendent of Schools in the following
towns and cities. In Attleboro there were 62; Brockton, 129; Cambridge, 237;
Chelsea, 119; Dedham, 20; Framingham, 62; Franklin, 22; Marlboro, 79;
Milford, 18; North Attleboro, 19; Plymouth, 48; Quincy, 47 and Winthrop, 30.
Wrentham was not visited as there were no new children who seemed to require
an examination and there are not enough retarded pupils in school to require a
special class.
Of the 882 children, 596 were boys, 286 girls; 608 were examined for the first
time, 274 were reexamined. A large proportion of the reexaminations were
requested from the special classes in order to note their progress. Others were
deferred for diagnosis from previous tests.
The pupils seen by the Clinic classified as follows:
Three hundred and sixty-one or 40% were definitely feebleminded; 289 or
33.2% were borderline cases; 152 or 17.2% were dull; 68 or 7.7% fell in the
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normal group; 6 were deferred, awaiting diagnosis at a future time and 6 had
superior intelligence.
Training in a low special or in an over-age group was recommended for 500
(or 56.8%) children, 315 boys; 185 girls. For 347, other advice was given.
Most of this group, it was felt, should continue in the regular grades best adapted
to their class attainment. There were 35 children for whom institutional care
was urgently needed. A number of these have been admitted to a State Training
School. Several boys and girls were advised to seek employment. To the parents
of three children the habit clinic was suggested. Two deaf children who were
found to have intelligence approaching normal are now attending the school for
the deaf in Boston.
One third of those examined were 7% or more below normal weight for their
age and height. Practically 1-5 were above average weight, while not quite 1-2
weighed within normal limits. Enlarged tonsils in need of attention were found
in 119 or 13.3%. Sixty-eight children had a noticeable defect in speech. One
hundred and fifty-three (17.3%) proved to have defects in their visual fields.
Forty-one or 4.6% had hearing below normal; in 6 of these otitis media was a
direct cause of the deafness. There were four afflicted with epilepsy, three showed
residuals of infantile paralysis and one, the results of encephalitis lethargica.
Three had palsies from birth, two acquired paralytic conditions, and one pseudo
muscular hypertrophy. Two were dwarfed and in need of glandular therapy.
There were three Mongolian imbeciles and six had definite thyroid enlargement.
In nine there was a heart lesion; four were hydrocephalic; three were tubercular,
two asthmatic and one had a cranial hernia. Residuals of rickets were noted in
five. Two showed early psychotic symptoms, strongly suggestive of dementia
praecox and two were psychoneurotic.
The parents of these 882 children were of 26 different nationalities: 288 or
32.6% had parents, both of whom were born in the United States; 87 or 9.8%
had one parent born in the United States, the other parent a native of a foreign
country; 477 or 54.3% were children whose parents were both born in a foreign
country. The parentage of 30 children was unknown, their early history not
being easily available. There were 28 mixed foreign parents, that is, one parent
of one foreign country, the other parent of another foreign country.
As far as possible we have relied upon the automobile each day to reach the
town or city in which the clinic was working. In only three places is it necessary
to remain during the week because of distance and in one of these with the arrival
of spring and warmer weather it is again possible to commute.
There has been nothing of unusual occurrence to report for the year. The
cities and towns visited have in every case welcomed us and given excellent co-
operation.
To Miss Ruth Prouty, Psychologist of the Wrentham State School, and
Miss Beatrice N. Wolfson, Psychometrist, credit is given for their efficient help
in carrying on the work of the Clinic.
The desire for conferences of those engaged in the Traveling Clinic work is
strongly felt. In such meetings the problems met can be discussed understandingly
and freely and our own weaknesses made evident. Personal contact of those in
the same field of work is always a stimulus to more enthusiasm and greater effort.
Respectfully submitted,
ALICE M. PATTERSON, M.D.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
To the Department of Mental Diseases:
I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution for
the fiscal year ending November 30, 1930.
FINANCIAL REPORT
Cash Account
Receipts
Income:
Board of Patients $13,430.02
> $13,430.02
Personal Services:
Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 189 . 36
Sales:
Travel, transportation and office expenses $ 71 . 36
Food 1,413.47
Clothing and materials 131 . 60
Furnishings and household supplies 62 . 10
Medical and general care 3 . 00
Farm:
Cows and calves 333 . 70
Hides 20.50
Wood 179.00
Molasses bbls 3 . 90
Garage, stable and grounds : 5 . 70
Repairs, ordinary 165 . 70
Total sales $2,390.03
Miscellaneous:
Interest on bank balances $ 26 . 09
Rent 564.89
Deceased Patient's Money 8.91
599.89
Total income $16,609 . 30
Maintenance
Balance from previous year brought forward $ 6,142 .45
Appropriations, current year 532,050 . 00
Total $538,192.45
Expenses (as analyzed below) 515,925 . 78
Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth $222,266 . 67
Analysis of Expenses
Personal services $242,049. 51
Religious instruction 1,800. 00
Travel, transportation and office expenses 7,002 14
Food 93,192.57
Clothing and materials 21,743.81
Furnishings and household supplies 27,281 .84
Medical and general care 9,451 .87
Heat, light and power 37,952 . 76
Farm 36,992 . 50
Garage, stable and grounds 6,093 . 26
Repairs, ordinary 13.999 . 62
Repairs and renewals 18.365 .90
Total expenses for Maintenance $515,925 . 78
Special Appropriations
Balance December 1, 1929 $ 72,399.99
Appropriations for current year 160,000. 00
Letter November 3, 1930 7,000 . 00
Total $239,399.99
Expended during the year (see statement below) $1 15,037 .61
Reveiting to Treasury of Commonwealth 50. 15
115,087.75
Balance November 30, 1930, carried to next year $124,312.24
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Object Act or
Resolve
Whole
Amount
Expended
During
Fiscal Year
Total
Expended
to Date
Balance
at End
of Year
Nursery Building 1928 1928-127
Purchase of silo 1928-127
Remodeling house 1928-127
Resetting boilers 1928-127
1929-146
Furnishing contagious hospital 1929-146
Addition to Dormitory K. Building
.
1929-146
Furnishing for Nursery Building. . . . 1929-146
Nursery Building 1929 1929-146
$50,000.00
1,000.00
1 0.000 . 00
8,000.00
4,500.00
5,600.00
9,500.00
6,000.00
50,000.00
5,000.00
4,000.00
20,000.00
7,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
40.000.00
4,000.00
10,000.00
6,000.00
$416.75
25.48
575.90
92.54
3,568.27
5,215.28
3,566.40
31,524.82
3,612.65
116.76
173.25
31,507.05
29,606.82
5,035.64
$49,999.17
998.12
9,952.57
12,218.61
4,097.47
8,613.00
5,997.28
49,148.94
4,930.15
3,959.55
173.25
31,507.05
29,606.82
5,035.64
$ .83i
1.88 1
47.43 1
281.39
1,502.53
887.00
2.72
851.06
Garage 1929-146
Repair of Officer 's Cottage 1929-386
Power equipment 1929-386
Children's Clinical Building 1930-10-29
Children's Clinical Building 1930-115
Nursery Building 1930 1930-115
69.85
40.45
20,000.00
56,826.75
18,492.95
Remodeling Service Building 1930-115
Piggery 1930-115
Purchase of land 1930-115
Furnishing for 1929 Nursery Building 1930-1 15
10,393.18
4,000.00
10,000.00
964.36
$340,600.00 $115,037.61 $216,237.62 $124,362.38
'Balance reverting to Treasury of the Commonwealth during year $ 50. 14
Balance carried to next year 124,312.24
Total as above $124,362.38
Per Capita
During the year the average number of inmates has been 1448.8383
Total cost of maintenance, $515,925.78
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $6,848
Receipt from sales, $2,390.03
Equal to a weekly per capita of $.03163
All other institution receipts, $14,219.27
Eiual to a weekly per capita of $.18821
Net weekly per capita $6.6276
Respectfully submitted,
ELIZABETH OLDHAM,
Treasurer.
VALUATION
November 30, 1930
Real Estate
Land, 590 acres $ 31,362. .00
Buildings 1,445,623.59
$1,476,985.59
Personal Property
Travel, transportation and office expenses $175 .00
Food 13,178.80
Clothing and materials 32,264 . 07
Furnishings and household supplies 183,230.98
Medical and general care 8,890.61
Heat, light and power 10,385 . 26
Farm 49,720. 24
Garage, stfeblts and grounds 7,421 . 79
Repairs 15,185 . 53
$320,452.28
Summary
Real estate $1,476,985.59
Personal property 320,452 . 28
$1,797,437.87
STATISTICAL TABLES
As Adopted by the American Psychiatric Association
Prescribed by the Massachusetts Department of Mental Diseases
Table 1. General Information
1. Date of opening as an institution for feebleminded, year 1910.
2. Type of institution, State.
3. Institution plant:
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Value of institution property:
Real estate, including buildings $1 ,476,985 . 59
Personal property 320,452 . 28
Total value of main institution property $1,797,437.87
Total owned 590 acres, rented none.
Total acreage under cultivation during year, 304 >£ acres.
Officers and employees:
Actually in Service
at End of Year
M. F. T.
Superintendents - -
Assistant superintendents - - -
Other staff physicians 2 3 5
Psychologists - 2 2
Resident dentists 1 - 1
Principal of school - 1 1
Teachers of grade subjects - 6 6
Teachers of special subjects 5 18 23
Social workers - 3 3
Stewards 1 - 1
Matrons - 24 24
Attendants 18 114 132
All others 38 22 60
Total officers and employees 65 193 258
Census of patient population at end of year
In institution:
White
M. F. T.
Feebleminded (not epileptic) 515 797 1,312
Feeblemindeu epileptics 38 55 93
Others (speci fy) I. Q. over .75 21 29 50
Total 574 881 1,455
Enrolled but absent from institution:
White
M. F. T.
On parole 26 90 116
On visit 20 15 35
On escape (not paroled) 18 12 30
Total 64 117 181
Grand Total 638 998 1,636
M.
Average daily number of patients actually in institution during year 569.9562
Includes 9 males with I. Q. .75 or over.
Includes 20 females with I. Q. .75 or over.
Vacancies at End
of Year
M. F. T.
1 - 1
1 - 1
M.
19
1
4
Colored
F.
22
3
1
M
M.
2.6
Colored
F.
10
4 10 14
28 36 64
F. T.
861.9780 1431.9342
Table 2. Financial Statement
See Treasurer's Report for data requested under this table.
Table 3 (a). Movement of Feebleminded1 Population
For year beginning October 1, 1929 and ending September 30, 1930
M.
1. Feebleminded on books of institution at beginning of institution year:
In institution
Away from institution
Total
2. Admissions during year:
a. First admissions
b. Readmissions ,
c. Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded
Total received during year
3. Total on books during year
4. Discharges during year (not including transfers and deaths)
5. Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded within state
6. Died during year
7. Total dischaiged, transferred and died during year
8. Feebleminded remaining on books of institution at end of institution year
In institution
fAway from institution '
Actual cards
Total
514
58
817
114
1,331
172
572 931 1,503
66
5
89
8
3
155
13
3
71
643
23
11
34
100
1,031
30
1
18
49
171
1,674
53
1
29
83
573
59
876
107
1,449
166
632
609
983
982
1,615
1,591
'Any patients with epilepsy who are not feebleminded should be excluded from this table, but included
in Table 3-b. Includes all Feebleminded with I. Q. under .75. Owing to the various changes in I. Q.
occurring during the course of the year it is impossible to have Table 3 balance at the end of the year.
Some patients classified as Feebleminded at beginning of statistical year have been given a classification
of not Mentally Defective before the end of statistical year. Conversely, patients not mentally defective
who were not included in the totals for this table at the beginning of statistical year will have been given
a new I. Q. bringing them within the Feebleminded group at the end of institution year.
P.D. 78
Table 3 (6). Movement of Total Patient Population
For year beginning October 1, 1929 and ending September 30, 1930
M.
1. On books of institution at beginning of institution year:
In institution 552
Away from institution 77
Total 629
2. Received during year 76
3. Total on books during year 705
4. Discharged
:
a. Into community 27
b. To all other institutions -
c. Died 12
Total 39
5. On books of institution at end of institution year:
In institution 598
Away from institution 68
Total 666
15
844
134
1,396
211
978
107
1,085
1,607
183
1,790
32 59
18 30
51 90
907
127
1,505
195
1,034 1,700
Table 4. Mental Status of First Admissions and Readmissions
Note: Tables 4-13, inclusive, are for the year ended September 30, 1930.
Mental Status Total First Admissions Readmissions
Idiot
M.
17
19
35
F.
19
43
35
T.
36
62
70
M. F. T.
16 17 33
17 42 59
33 30 63
M. F. T.
1 2 3
imbecile
Moron
2 1 3
2 5 7
Total * 71 97 168 66 89 155 5 8 1
!Total number of first admissions and readmissions, in this and subsequent tables dealing with
admissions, should agree with data given in Table 3-a.
Table 5. Nativity of First Admissions and of Parents of First Admissions
Nativity Patients
Parents of Male
Patients
Parents of Female
Patients
United States
Austria
Males
65
Females
84
3
1
1
Total
149
3
1
1
1
Both
Fathers Mothers Parents
34 40 27
1
5 8 4
3 5 2
6 5 4
3 4 3
3 3 3
1
1 1 1
9
Both
Fathers Mothers Parents
40 39 33
9 10 6
- 1 -
2 2 2
1 1 1
6 7 4
Italy 11 11 11
Poland 3 2 2
3 3 3
4 5 4
3 2 2
Turkey in Asia
Turkey in Europe . . .
Unascertained
5 6 5
2
Total 66 89 155 66 66 44 89 89 73
'Includes Newfoundland
Table 6. Citizenship of First Admissions
M.
65
1
F.
84
5
T.
149
1
5
Total 66 89 155
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Table 7. Age of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental Status
Age Group
Under 10 years.
10 to 14 years. .
15 to 19 years. .
20 to 24 years. .
25 to 29 years. .
30 to 34 years. .
35 to 39 years. .
40 to 44 years . .
45 to 49 years . .
50 to 54 years. .
55 to 59 years. .
Total
M. F. T.
45 46 91
11 17 28
8 14 22
6 6
-33
-33
1 - 1
Total 66 89 155 16 17 33 17 42 50 33 30 63
Idiot
M. F. T.
13 12 25
2 2 4
- 2 2
1 1
- 1
Imbecile
M. F. T.
9 23 32
4 7 11
4 6 10
-33
Moion
M. F. T.
23 11 34
5 8 13
4 6 10
-33
- 2
Table 8. Marital Condition of First Admissions Classified with Reference to
Mental Status
Marital Condition
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron
M. F. T.
66 88 154
- 1 1
M. F. T.
16 17 33
M. F. T.
1 7 42 59
M. F. T.
33 29 62
1 1
Total
.
66 89 155 16 17 33 1 7 42 59 33 30 63
Table 9. Environment of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental
Status
Environment
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron
t>ban
M. F. T.
65 87 152
1 2 3
M. F. T.
16 17 33
M. F. T.
17 40 57
- 2 2
M. F. T.
32 30 62
Rural 1 - 1
Total. .
.
66 89 155 16 17 33 17 42 59 33 30 63
Table 10. Economic Condition of Families of First Admissions Classified with
Reference to Mental Status
Economic Condition
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron
M. F. T.
23 29 52
39 55 94
4 5 9
M. F. T.
1 3 4
13 14 272-2
M. F. T.
2 10 12
14 28 42
1 4 5
M. F. T.
20 16 36
12 13 25
1 1 2
Total 66 89 155 16 17 33 17 42 59 33 30 63
Table 11. Discharges Classified with Reference to Mental Status and
Chronological Age
Age Group
Under 10 years.
10 to 14 years. .
15 to 19 years. .
20 to 24 years. .
25 to 29 years . .
30 to 34 years. .
35 to 39 years.
.
40 to 44 years . .
45 to 49 years. .
Total i 23 30
Total
53
Idiot
JTotal number discharged should agree with item 4 in Table 3-
Imbecile
F. T.
2 6
1
2 2
2 3
2 3
1 1
7 10 17
Moron
14 13 27
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Table 12. Deaths Classified with Reference to Mental Status and Chronological Age
Age Group
Under 10 years
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron
M.
3
4
1
3
F.
5
1
6
2
2
1
1
T.
8
5
7
5
2
1
1
M. F.
1 2
1
1 1
1
T.
3
1
2
1
M. F. T.
1 3 4
2 1 3
- 5 5
3 1 4
1 1
M. F. T.
1 - 1
1 - 1
1 | to 19 years
20 to 24 years
25 to 2Q years ...
30 to 34 vears 2 2
35 to 39 years 1 1
_ _ _
Total i 11 18 29 3 4 7 6 11 17 2 3 5
'Total deaths in this and the following table should agree with items 6 in Table 3-a.
Table 13. Causes of Death Classified with Reference to Mental Status
Causes of Death
General Diseases:
Diptheria
Influenza
Lethargic encephalitis
Tuberculosis of lungs
Nervous System:
Other diseases of nervous system
,
Respiraiory System:
Bronchitis
Bionchopneumonia
Lobar pneumonia
Genito-Urinary System:
Chronic nephritis
Malformations
Total 11
Total
M. F.
3
1
1
2
5
1 2
5
1
2
-
3
1
18
Idiot
M. F. T.
1
1
3 4
Imbecile
M.
-22
1 4 5
1 - 1
1 2 3
2 4
1 1
6 11 17
Moron
M. F. T.
1 - 1
-22

